
Sam was climbing on top of the brick securing the tent pole 
then sliding down the pole.  I explained to her that it was 
not made for that and asked her to use the playground 
pole.

"But it's to tall."  Sam answered walking over to the 
playground. (the "real" playground pole is 5')

What about this one I suggested directing Sam to the pole 
by the monkey bars.

"But I need to go down it".  Sam explained

There is a silent pause then Sam exclaimed: "Oh, I can 
bring crate over."

Sam quickly went and got a crate and proceeded to slide 
down a pole that's just the right size.

Connecting to the BC Early Learning Framework

Exploration and Creativity

Learning Goals

To promote exploration and creativity, adults provide an 
environment where young children can:

• actively explore, think and reason

• identify and try possible solutions to problems in meaningful 
contexts and situations



Reflection

Reflecting on this moment has proved illuminating for me as an educator.

We have a rule about not climbing the tent poles and I was correct to remind Sam of the rules. But I did not ask why Sam 
was climbing the pole.  This was a mistake.  Inquiry is a important tool.  It helps you understand why the other person is 
doing what they are doing.  It makes helping them not just easier but possible.

In this case Sam told me what the problem was and I was able to help, but that is not always the case.  This served as a 
good reminder that asking questions is important.  Had Sam not told me, this would have been just another time where 
she was told what not to do, instead of being a success story for her.

I directed Sam to a possible solution but when it didn't suit her needs I was not quick to solve the problem for her.  Instead 
I gave her space and time.  Often adults are quick to intervene.  Sometimes we are in a hurry and want a thing done, 
sometimes we want to help.  The problem is when we step in too soon we rob children of the chance to succeed.  Finding 
the balance is a constant tension point and honestly it is tiring.  But the reward, a child who knows from experience they 
can be successful and also knows that help is there when the really need it, is worth it.

In the end this turned into an excellent example of children's ability to problem solve and think creatively when they are 
given the time and space to do so.


